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THE ROYAL PERFORMANCES. 


IN THREE LETTERS. 
By R.N.S8. 


Letrer THe First. 


Now that the royal performances have 
closed for the season, it will not be out of 
place to consider their effect. As a well- 
wisher to the drama, I take the liberty of 
addressing these few lines for the considera- 
tion of your numerous readers. First—Is 
the royal performances likely to benefit the 
drama in general? Secondly—Is the way 
in which the pieces are cast for the royal 
performances a fair standard of the dramatic 
talent which exists in London (leaving the 
provinces to a future question)? And 
Thirdly—How far is the manager justified 
in his conduct ? 

I shall occupy, with your permission, a 
small space of your valuable Journal with 
three letters on the above important ques- 
tions. In the consideration of my subject 
I shall “ set down nought in malice,” but a 
round unvarnished tale deliver of the whole 
affair. First, then, we will proceed to con- 
sider how far these performances are likely 
to do good to the true national drama ot 
England? I am aware it is a very large 
range to talk of the national drama of Eng- 
land. It sounds haughty, but signifies no- 
thing. Where is it? Echo answers where ? 
What is it? But a shadow! I am well 
aware that it may be argued if there be a 
shadow there must be a substance to cast it. 
My answer is that it is not thrown from the 
royal performances in the Ruben’s Galle 
of Windsor Castle, but the little temple of 





Sadler’s Wells, where all that is attempted 
is done well, or not at all; as there is but 
one sun—one true altar—so there is but 
one true temple of the drama. Our earnest 
feeling has led us from our subject; we 
will, however, return to it, and in reply to 
our question say, that the royal perform- 
ances, if carried out in a proper spirit, would 
be conducive to the genera] interest of the 
national drama, 

Our most gracious Queen has, in her 
supreme goodness, been pleased so far to 
fan the dying embers of the drama, and is 
doing all that lays in her power for its re- 
storation; she visits the theatre of her choice 
some times as often as twice in one week, 
and is anxious to create a taste for it in her 
court, by giving dramatic representations at 
the Palace; and further to encourage the 
study of the art among her humbler subjects, 
she, as well as her Prince Consort, being 
the patrons of an amateur society.* Now, 
we say, looking at all these matters, they 
would be! but that they are, we very much 
doubt, or else we should have more theatres 
than one or two, at the most, playing the 
legitimate. Our great hospital of the drama 
is deficient of that talent in its doctors to 
effect a cure of the fatal disease that has 
seized it; though many operations have 
been performed by professing quacks. The 
skillfulness of a Kemble, a Garrick, and a 
Macready are wanting; although the assis- 
tance of sterling talent at the present time 
is lent, we fear the result. The doctor's 
shop of Oxford street has vended little but — 
spurious medicines, poisons of the most 


Ty | deadly nature, to the vitiated tastes of an 


* The Printers’ Dramatic Society. 
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eager crowd, who have patronised it just be- 
cause they have been drawn there by the 
huge puff that is made of the royal perform- 
ances ; the foolish and the weak think, be- 
cause the shop is so patronised, that the 
articles vended there must be of such a 
quality as to give satisfaction. 1 would not 
here be misunderstood, or have any of my 
readers think that all the articles at the said 
establishment are of an inferior nature—no, 
at times you may obtain satisfaction for your 
expended capital and loss of time, and not 
regret having passed many others on your 
road to the above-named premises, where, 
now and then, importations of the genuine 
commodity may be obtained. 

But this is again rambling. We say, 
therefore, that the royal performances have 
benefited only the said shop spoken of, or 
else we should see the following heading to 
the bills of Sadler’s Wells, a theatre that has 
ever the royal standard of the drama hoisted, 
and at which neither the decency of pro- 
priety, or the reverence due to truth, is 
offended ! where the mysteries, the horrors, 
and the bombast of a Porte St. Martin is 
never seen to enter.* But where that pure 
and unviolate spirit of virtue, which we 
would have the guardian of our drama, is 
known to dwell. If benefit had really been 
done to the drama, and a legitimate taste 
created in the mind of our Queen, why 
should we not see the heading spoken of in 
large black letters, with the royal arms in 
the centre, notifying the following fact, that 
the evening’s performance would be “ by 
special desire.” 

That they, the royal performances, have 
created a fashion for private theatricals, 
(which we would fain see more general) we 
will not dispute ; and springing out of them 
we “‘see looming in the distance,” something 
more beneficial to the interests of the drama, 
for we conceive the actors will be so dis- 
gusted with their own poor exertions that 
we imagine they will rush to the theatre 
and see how the thing should be done; or 
while studying a part may go there to get a 
few ideas of it; hence, in either case, the 
benefit. The only benefit beyond the above, 
that can possibly arise from them, is the 
mere chance, that her most gracious Ma- 


approach to the above was the production of 


* The nearest 
the Duchess of Maift 

















jesty should think for herself, and in that 
instance, she might question if she was 
furnished with a good sample of the Britis 
Drama and Britisu Actors. The above 
lingering as a doubt in her mind, she might 
choose to seek for herself that enlighten- 
ment which had been denied her by others ; 
she might then visit the suburbs, and in 
turn the “‘ Wells,” to be amused, and we are 
quite sure delighted: in that case she would 
see “that all is not gold that glitters,” and 
find that a counterfeit had been passed upon 
her for the current and sterling metal of the 
English drama, That she has taken one 
step in the right direction, is clear from the 
encouragement given to our talented author, 
Douglas Jerrold, and which we trust will be 
a spur to the exertions of others, to produce 
something equally worthy of the next sea- 
son. In our next we shall consider the 
question “Is the way in which the pieces 
are cast for the royal performances a fair 
standard of the dramatic talent which exists 
in London,” (leaving the provinces to future 
talk). In this letter we shall review the 
whole of the dramatic representations at 
Windsor. R.N.S, 
(To be continued.) 


~ METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 


DRURY LANE, 
Armand, a play written by Mrs. Mowatt, 
has been produced since our last notice of 
this theatre. There is considerable interest 
in the plot. Mr. Davenport sustained the 
part of Armand, as originally played by him 
at the Marylebone, and rendered it with 
earnestness and feeling. Mr. Moorhouse’s 
Louis the Fifteenth was a careful and com- 
mendable personation, Miss Fanny Vining, 
as Blanche, displayed much dramatic power ; 
and Miss Emma Feist, in the part of Jac- 
queline, played with her usual intelligence 
and vivacity. The Le Sage of Mr. Selby 
was remarkable, as being the only personage 
in the play that was correctly costumed, none 
of the other characters wore hair powder, 
which, we need scarcely say, was indispen- 
sable in the court costume of the period of 
Louis the Fifteenth, The applause on the 
fall of the curtain was general. The new 
divertissement and the nautical drama of 














Black Eyed Susan, in the latter of which 
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Mr. Davenport plays his favourite part of 
William, have been the attractions. A new 
drama, entitled 4 Casket of Jewels, was pro- 
duced on Monday; it is rather meager in 
point of dialogue—the incidents are clever. 
Mr. Davenport and Miss Vining did all they 
could for the piece, but it did not make a 
very favourable impression upon the audi- 
ence. 

ST. JAMES’S THEATRE, 
Tuts fashionable little theatre has been 
crowded on each evening of performance. 
That most whimsical and drollest of actors, 
Ravel, took his benefit on Wednesday, when 
he appeared in his favourite character of 
Felix in L’Etorneau, and kept his audience 
in continued peals of laughter by his inex- 
haustible fund of humour. On Friday her 
Majesty, accompanied by Prince Albert, 
honoured the theatre with their presence, 
for the purpose of seeing Mr. Ravel, and it 
is understood that, instead of Le Tambour 
Battant, which had been announced for re- 
presentation, the comedy of York was 
played, with Le Chevalier des Dames, by 
desire of her Majesty, who wished to witness 
these pieces, in which M. Ravel has attained 
such extraordinary celebrity. A brilliant 
audience filled every part of the theatre to 
overflowing. 

LYCEUM 
TnereE have not been any alteration in the 
pieces at this theatre for the last three weeks. 
The farce called a Phenomenon in a Smock 
Frock is really a most amusing trifle ; the 
two Matthews are inimitable, and all who 
wish to laugh should hasten to the Lyceum. 
The spectacle of The Good Woman in the 
Wood very much improves upon acquaint- 
ance, and the singing of Madame Vestris 
and Miss St. George, in the duets and con- 
eerted pieces, are delightful. Madame’s 
fine rich voice is as pure and flexible as 
ever, and she has so arranged the music that 
she gets through it with the greatest ease. 
The dancing of the corps de ballet, with Miss 
Wright taking the lead, is in admirable 
keeping ; and when we mention the scenery, 
dresses, and decorations, we must beg of 
our readers to go and see them, for they are 
beyond description. 
STANDARD. 
Tue engagement of Mr. James Anderson 


has proved most triumphant in its success, 





the beautiful theatre being crammed nightly 
with the very elite of the inhabitants of 
Hackney, Dalston, and the other places con- 
tiguous. This week Mr. Anderson has 
appeared as Moor, in the German tragedy, 
and is also announced for Othello—one of 
his most finished performances. During 
this week the afterpiece has been Egerton 
Wilks’s play of Ben the Boatswain, in which 
Mr. John Douglass, as usual, gained shouts 
of continued applause, and really formed a 
capital representative of England’s jolly Tar. 


QUEEN'S. 
The Ruby Ring maintains all its popularity, 
and is nightly received with the utmost en- 
thusiam. The novelties in preparation here, 
and to which we alluded in our last, are, we 
hear, of such a startling description as to be 
sure to astound and delight the town. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


H. T. T., Kent.—We have not received the 
communication addressed to our late resi- 
dence. The lady you speak of has been 
married some time ; we shall be obliged by 
the notice when the performance takes place, 

MACBETH.—There are other actors equal to 
Phelps in Shaksperian characters, Mr. G. V. 
Brooke, Vandenhoff, James Wallack, Betty, 
&c. 

C, AnpREws.— We will endeavour to attend the 
Southwark Friendly Society on Thursday next. 

R. S.—As soon as we can, 

W.S, L., Ersrow.—You shall have an answer 
as soon as ever we can. 

C. I, ARcHET.—Mr. Macready took his farewell 

,. dbenefit at Drury Lane, on Saturday, the 26th 
of February, 1851. He played Macbeth, Mr, 
Phelps Macduff, Mrs. Warner Lady Macbeth 
see our journal the week following. , 

MALvo.io.—We consider the four ladies you 
have named to be the leading tragedians on the 
London boards, namely, Mrs. Warner, Miss 
Glyn, Miss Fawcet, and Mrs, C. Kean, and for 
genteel comedy, Madame Vestris, Mrs, Lewis, 
Miss Cooper, and Mrs, Sterling. 

W. R, has been received and shall haye a 
place in our columns. 

Romeo.—The series of Concerts called the 
National were held at Her Majesty’s theatre 
three years ago, and was attended by great 
loss. 

G..Coniines has been received; be assured 
we are correct as to the year Mr. J, Anderson 
was born. . 

Mimge.—We recommend you to Mr. Hoskins, 
43, Goswell-road, his chaage is 5s. per lesson. 

B. W. W.—As soon as we have room, 
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AMERICAN ACTORS. 


Tue style of American acting is in gene- 
ral coarse but vigorous. We judge by such 
specimens as Miss Cushman, Forrest, Da- 
venport, Scott, and one or two others. They 
very rarely strike out for themselves a path 
entirely untrodden (even Miss Cushman 
was not quite original) ; but in one or two 
instances they reach something only a little 
short of excellence. ‘For instance, Daven- 
port’s assumption of Louis, in the new play 
of that name, is a performance of artistic 
skill and decided ability ; but it is deficient 
in the finer touches of genius. Scott rose 
to the very verge of greatness in portions 
of a play, (in the last act of Overreach he 
was powerful in the extreme), yet he lacked 
finish and delicacy, Still, it is not impos- 
sible the Yankees may eventually beat us. 
England and France has produced the 
greatest performers of tragedy and comedy 
in the world. America at present has been 
imitative. The talents which seem brilliant 
in a new country scarcely pass muster with 
those who are grown critical and fastidious. 
Davenport greatly improved by acting with 
Macready. We were struck with the fact 
when we saw him play Ulric to the eminent 
tragedian’s Werner, and Louis XI. will en- 
hance his reputation. With the exception 
of two or three of our actors he is the best 
performer in a peculiar range on the stage. 
But for a limited physique, and a few 
Americanisms, we should not hesitate to 
rank him with Phelps. Study and effort 
will do much to overcome natural defects, 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








SOHO THEATRE, 
On Thursday evening last, on the occasion 
of Mr. George Purdy’s benefit, at this ele- 
gantly fitted up place of amusement, an 
array of theatrical talent of more than ordi- 
nary significanee was displayed in the wel] 











known play of the Hunchback, also in the 
comedy, rich with real humour, of the 
Honeymoon; we never remember having 
been more gratified with any entertainment 
of a similar character. Although the wea- 
ther was anything but propitious, there was 
a full house, and it must have been highly 
pleasing to the patrons of the school of the 
drama that the performances passed off with 
happy results, drawing, as they did, from a 
gratified audience reiterated bursts of ap- 
plause. In noticing the ladies and gentle- 
men who took their parts so deservedly, we 
are constrained to speak in high terms of 
unsophisticated and accomplished acting of 
Mrs, Purdy, and no less of her charming 
and happy bearing on the stage. Although 
our nature rebels against fulsome flattery, 
or too great a lavish of compliments on the 
personal appearance and abilities of actresses 
and actors generally, still we have little 
fear but our readers will follow usin whet we 
state, viz., that Mrs. Purdy, who is a lady 
young in years and appearance, is the pos- 
sessor of great personal attractions, and 
calculated in every respect to adorn the 
profession of which she is an adjunct— 
standing eminent for her personal endow- 
ments, clear and active perception, with 
vigourous enunciation. The part allotted 
to this attractive actress in the Hunchback 
was that of Julia, which was admirably sus- 
tained throughout the piece . The retirement 
of Julia in a sequestered spot, and her dis- 
taste for town life, amid the gentle sallies 
of witticism on the part of her merry anti- 
melancholic friend, Helen, were delineated 
with truthful exactness; her affiance with 
Sir Thomas Clifford, and her proud defiant 
colloquy with Helen regarding her golden 
anticipations when the wife of Clifford, 
whose sudden reverse of fortune and loss of 
title, unceremoniously set aside, with Julia’s 
taciturn mind goaded on by a bitter reflec- 
tion that she had never been loved, and was 
now banished from the heart and memory 
of Clifford, without an apparent sigh, were 
extremely natural and affecting. The cha- 
racter of Helen, by Miss Featherstone, 
whose lively bearing and good looks, with 
her sauvity and mingled coyness of manner 
in developing her part of the performance, 
was justly applauded. In the courtship 


scene, with her passionless cousin, Modus 
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the audience appeared highly entertained. 
Helen being all life and playful love, evinc- 
ing a thousand playful significant gestures, 
ending alternately in impatience and retire- 
ment, endeavouring to teach her indifferent 
Cousin he held a place in her heart: his icy 
soul suddenly melting into tenderness and 
passion, and pressing Helen to his breast, 
confessing bluntly his love, kissing her rich 
full lips, which her laughing eye acknow- 
ledges. Mr. Moore, who acted the part of 
Master Walter, is worthy of more than 
ordinary notice in our critique. His imita- 
tations of passion and anguish of mind were 
excellent, and his gradual relaxation into a 
tender solicitude for Julia, was not without 
point, and we may remark that he played 
with genuine ability and force. Mr. Mark- 
land, as Sir Thomas Clifford, evidently 
showed perception, but lacked, to a lament- 
able degree, a clear expression ;_ his utter- 
ance was confused, but his acting, in every 
other respect, was not without merit, (with 
the broad exception that he evinced too 
much monotony of tone); a passionate or 
emphatic utterance, he will pardon us for 
saying, he is a complete stranger to, and 


his delivery throughout, unfortunately, gives 
you more idea of pulpit oratory than thea- 


trical performance. Mr. Charles Kingdon, 
as Lord Tinsel, did his part with a genuine 
“smack”’ of aristoeratic contempt for any- 
thing but nobility. He bore his part well. 
Nothing can be said of the party who played 
Wilford, beyond being an automaton in the 
hands of his patronising ‘* Lordship.” Mr. 
Mortram, as Modus, did his part with 
genuine ability ; and Mr. Dover, as Fathom, 
was highly humourous. The comedy of 
the Honeymoon passed off with considerable 
eclat—Mrs Purdy sustaining her part well, 
in company with Mr. Purdy, as the Duke 
Aranza, Miss Grey appeared as Violante, 
and evidently possesses taste and ability, 
combined with a graceful figure. Mr. 
Damer acted the Count Montalban. We 
imagined, (without intending any injury to 
the feelings of the Count) that some mis- 
take had occurred, on hearing and seeing 
this gentleman’s performance, the part to 
which he was assigned not sitting easily 
upon him ; his voice, in fine, possessing no 
vigour, nor his actions any point to interest, 
much less to praise. Mr. Mowbray, as the 








Mock Duke, Jaques, was very droll, and 
burlesqued his highness with great comic 
humour, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I was present on Friday evening 
last at a Dramatic representation got up by 
several gentlemen belonging to the legal 
profession, for the express purpose of repre- 
senting various plays, under the direction of 
Mr. H. Anurson, a gentleman well known 
in America as a professor of elocution, and 
an actor of considerable ability. 

I am induced to address. you, knowing 
you have, through the medium of your 
valuable journai, repeatedly rendered good 
services to Amateurs by your advice and 
able criticisms, and so by your timely re- 
marks to elevate the character of private 
theatres, by promoting a refining taste for 
the most exalting of our plays. 

I feel therefore you will, with your usual 
kindness, allow me to inform that portion 
of your numerous readers interested in 
private performances, of the very finished 
manner in which the gentlemen of the West 
London Dramatic Society played the Lady 
of Lyons on Friday evening last. I observed 
that evidently very great pains had been 
taken to give each actor only the part he or 
she were most likely to excel, thus the cast- 
ing was managed so that each played what 
was most suited to their capacities, accord- 
ing to the judgment of the gentlemen under 
whose management the play was produced, 
(and here let me remark that were all ama- 
teurs to take the parts which competent 
persons considered most fitting for them, 
they would invariably perform with far 
greater ee/at than is now generally the case) 
accordingly the play was well acted, and 
some of the situations so well managed as 
to call forth the hearty applause of the 
audience. The best character was General 
Dumas, sustained by a Mr. Fortescue, it 
was a capital representation of the bluff old 
soldier, although at times he( Mr. Fortescue) 
was much too loud, yet, as a whole, it was 
well done. 

The Claude Melnotte of Mr Lionel Man 
was played with great spirit and force ; the 
declamation of this gentleman was ve 
good, and showed great study, his best part 
was his description of his imaginary home 
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to Pauline, whieh elicited the approbation, | proves these is much, very much, in a name. 
of the audience. Miss Rosa Cooper kindly | Anderson you believe to be greatly over- 


gave her services, and contributed much by 
her goodacting to the success of the evening. 
I remarked that all the actors were per- 
fect in their various parts, and the scenery 
which was painted by a young artist, was 
arranged with much spirit and effect. 
Should I have encroached too much upon 
your space, I must apologize for so doing, 
sincerely trusting that my remarks may 
have the effect of promoting a good spirit 
among amateurs generally, both as regards 
the management and acting of plays. 
I enclose my Card, and remain, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Henry C, Tatts. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Srr,— Your columns having of late been 
open to some rather severe criticisms upon 
some of the principal actors of the present 
day, will perhaps afford a small apology for 
my following in the same strain. 

It has very frequently been remarked 
that ‘comparisons are odious,” and perhaps 
in a theatrical sense are particularly so, it 
being but seldom that two opinions will be 
found to harmonize, and my observations 
may tend only still more to illustrate the 
truth of this axiom, as I am going not only 
to disagree with your correspondent “ G.C.” 
(whose letter appeard in No. 688 of your 
journal), but also with your worthy self; 
therefore to be bold, I will at once launch 
out, and endeavour to express my own ideas 
of the merits of the principal actors of the 
present day, in juxtaposition with the 
already expressed opinions of yourself and 
others. 

In your article headed “A Batch of 
Actors” you seem to say that “‘ Mr. Henry 
Betty somehow seems to suffer for the 
great former popularity of his father.” I 
think quite the reverse, believing that were 
his name not Betty he would be almost 
unknown in the profession, this remark 
might also apply to Mr. Charles Kean, an 
opinion already expressed by your corres- 
pondent “ W. R. W.,” but in which you 
appear to dissent, as in an article in your 
last week’s number you consider this an ab- 
surd conclusion. The poet has asked 


‘* What’s in a name,” but every day life 





estimated ; in this 1 quite agree with you, 
he possesses a fine figure for the stage, and 
that is his principal advantage, still he is 
much above Robinson or Graham, who are 
but young in their profession, and cannot 
be supposed to have arrived at the extent 
of their abilities, Robinson is a;young actor, 
and promises a great deal, Graham pos- 
sesses the “ real stuff,” if I may use such 
an expression, and has left a gap at Sadler’s 
Wells observed by many frequenters of that 
house. 

There cannot be any doubt but that Mr. 
George Bennett is a fine actor, but his over 
flexibility of voice, exemplified in the too 
sudden chahge from a low to a high tone, 
and viee versa, isa fault, but one easily 
overcome, and which he would do well to 
attend to; this has often being noticed by 
the press, it being sometimes painful to 
listen to him, marring the beauty of the 
text, and destroying the effect of the fine 
elocution which he is more than ordinarily 
gifted with. 

You ask “* Why is Mr. Kean, Mr. Phelps, 
Mr. Creswick, or any other performer, to 
continually monopolise the first parts at his 
theatre?”” Can you suppose that any old 
playgoer would relish the tragedy of Hamlet 
more by seeing Robinson cast for the Prince 
of Denmark and Phelps for Laertes? Pray 
excuse me Mr. Editor, but I think this would 
never do, the best to the best must always 
be the order. Many persons would say 
‘Oh, anything for a change,” but a change 
of this kind would be much for the worst, 
at least in my humble opinion. 

(To be Continued.) 


PROVINCIALS. 


LIVERPOOL,— THEATRE Roya.,— Donglas 
Jerrold’s new play which has been produced at 
this house, and got upin a style of grandeur 
that reflected the highest credit upon Mr. Cope- 
land, has had but a brief, though pretty sne- 
cessful existence. We anticipated a-more bril- 
liant and profitable “ run ”’ for it. Miss Romer, 
Ellen Chaplain, and Messrs, Lorraine, Lunt, 
Stoddart, Villiers, and Young, exerted them- 
selves in good style to give the piece effect. The 
capital hits and sparkling effects of the play 
should have found a happier response from the 
Liverpoolonians. But there are many Richmonds 
iv the field of attraction. On Saturday morn- 
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ing there was a brilliant morning performance. 
On Monday evening St, Cupid and Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin Commanded a good muster. The panto- 
mime has been eminently successful. 

RoyvaL Park THEATRE,—The legitimate at 
this house is superseded by the melo-drama, net 
by any means a compliment to the denizens of 
this part of the town. Mr. R, Younges’ Marmion 
is particularly worthy of note. Tie management 
promise to produce some brilliant equestrian en- 
tertainments through the aid of Mr. Emedy’s 
equestrian troupe, from the French Cirque 
Royal 

AMPHITHEATRE.—Madame Isabella took her 
farewell benefit on Friday evening, introducing 
Young Hernandez, the modern miracle. The 
bill was very effective, and the company at large 
vied with each other in developing their versa- 
tile talent, which elicited much applause. Poor 
Adrian, the best abused clown that we have had 
here for years, has not signalized himself in any 
particular feature, we rather “ guess ’’ he has 
not been at home on his recent visit, for we 
remember a few years ago he attracted much 
notice in his personification of Mickey Free, in 
the Harvest Home, in Mr. Wm. Cook’s circus in 
Manchester. But, though he may not be a non- 
pareil, he must make charitable allowance for 
* brass nailers,”’ 

AvELPHI THEATRE,—The military spectacle 
of the * Wars of Wellington and Napoleon ”’ 
were produced ina most happy and effective 
manner on Monday evening, Mr. M. Smythson 
making one of the best Napoleon’s it has been 
aur lot to witness. The piece embodies the 
principal incidents in the career or those unri- 
valled gladiators, and cannot fail to create 
pleasure. The pantomime is as vivacious as 
ever. Matthewman, one of the cleverest little 
clowns of the day, took his benefit last week, 
when the ** baubles and siller ’ flowed in quite 
spontaneously, The pantaloon made a similar 
appeal, but the hit was not so palpable. Abel 
and his dogs, famed for lionising in unheard of 
original and bloody dramas, took his benefit, 
which was a bumper. Mr. Smythson’s union 
with the company will give universal delight. 

Roya Co.LossEuM.—The amusements of this 
uniqne mansion are of sucha multifarious and 
bona fide character, that it is almost difficult to 
award personal notice without geueral admira- 
tion. The Dissolving Diorama needs only to be 
witnessed to be oft visited, The Ricardo family 
are well known for the truly terrific and bair 
breadth escapes they execute in their varied 
and unmatched performances. Mrs. 1. R. 
Stephens, the Scottish Warbler, has created 
quite a commotion, and is pronounced to be one 
of the choicest musical gems that the town has 
possessed for some time. The comic, instru- 
mental, and Ethiopian singing department, are 
replete with the best professors of the day. The 














Colosseum, in its line, has outstripped all com- 
petitors ; the strictest of discipline, and unlimi- 
ted enterprise in bringing forth talent, enabling 
Mr. Heath to rank A. 1. 

SHEFEIELD.—ADELPHI.—We open on Mon- 
day next; great preparations are being made, 
and a strong company engaged. There can be 
no doubt of Mr, J. Pollett’s ultimate success, 

Lincotn —The farce of Bumboozling has been 
repeated several times in consequence of its very 
decided success, The attendance has been 
somewhat affected by the coldness of the 
weather, but, upon the whole, the theatre has 
been very fairly attended. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 














Mr. Conavuton, the proprietor of the Pavi- 
lion Theatre, died rather suddenly last week. 
He was formerly a protege of the late Mr. 
John Farrell, whom he succeeded inthe pro- 
ptietorship of the above establishment, 

Mr. E, T. Situ, the lessee of Drury Lane, 
takes his first benefit on Monday, March 7th, 
when several new pieces will be brought for- 
ward, and all the available talent of that theatre 
will be brought into action. 

Mr, W. S, Woovrn has removed his popular 
Carpet Bag and Sketch Book from the Marionette 
Theatre to the ‘‘ Salle Robin,” henceforward to 
be called the “ Myriographic Hall,’’ Piccadilly, 
where his soirees comiques will be held every 
evening, and his friends and patrons are invited 
to attend, 

MARIONETTE THEATRE.—The Ebony Mario- 
nettes resumed their performances on their ori- 
ginal stage on Monday evening last, in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. Wellington Young, the celebrated 
conjuror and professor of natural magic. 

CoLosseuM.—The justly admired panorama 
of London by Night now forms one of the many 
attractions of this splendid combination of exhi- 
bitions open tothe public by day and night. 
The heating of the building by steam renders a 
visit to it in the severest weather perfectly safe _ 
and comfortable. 

“A WetsH NIGHTINGALE.”—Miss E, DL. 
Williams, the concert singer, has been designated 
*“ The Welsh Nightingale,” in the advertisements 
for a concert at Chester, in which she was an- 
nounced to sing four Welsh songs in the Welsh 
costume, 





THE BALLET GIRL’S LAMENT. 
I hear the shouts of joyous mirth, 
And see the various groups within, 
As passing on my dreary way 
With weary feet, and cheek drawn in, 
On every ledge the holly bough 
Laden with berries bright I see, 
Mute emblems of old Christmas time, 
Fun and feasting, crowned with glee. 
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Ah me! what right have I to gaze 
On pleasures never to be mine, 
All Christmas eves’ alike to me, 
I try my steps for pantomime ; 
No cheerful blaze at home have I, 
Nor friends to offer e’en a meal, 
The wealth of Christmas time I see, 
Alas! its want, indeed, I feel. 


The stage, the weary stage I tread, 
Nightly bounding with a smile, 

"Tis all my ballet stock in trade, 
Hiding a world of self denial ; 

Yet myriads of us crowd the boards, 
As stars by night, unseen by day, 

M sled by folly, though oft by want 
Seeking death the shortest way. 

Ww. R. 





nected with the Theatrical Profession. Teaus 
may be obtained at the office of the Theatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be seen 
casts of the various plays in preparation, 





EW ADDITION.—Magnificent Shrine or 
Memorial in Honour of the Late Illustri- 
ous Wellington, representing him as in the 
olden times, reposing on a tented conch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 
in a Field Marshal’s uniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covered with the mantle 
of the Order of the Garter, Madame TUSSAUD 
and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square.—Admittance, 1s, 
Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 








NAVY HAIR DYES, °This invention for 
DyinG and at the same time, softening the 
Hair, Wuarskers, Bearn, or MousTACHueEs, per- 
manent and instantaneous in effect, also in ap- 
pearance natural, either Brown or Black. The 
superiority of the above Dyes over all others is, 
that they are perfectly free from smell, and do 
not stain or in any way injure the skin, the so- 
lution having the appearance of the finest spring 
or filtered water. To be had wholesale of the 
Inventor, J. F. SHAYLER, Western Depot, 5, 
West street, Soho, Where all payments for 
Wholesale must be made. And Retail of J. T. 
SHAYLER, at the Northern Depot, 82, Sr. 
Joun Street Roan, near“the Angel, Islington, in 
Cases, fit for the Toilet, 3s. 6d.—5s. 6d.—7s. 6d. 
and 10s. 6d. Or forwarded to any part of 
the United Kingdom from the retail establish- 
ment on receipt of Cash, Stamps or Post Office 
Order, payable at Islington, for 4s. 6d ,—6s. 
6d., —9s. 6d.,—or 12s. 6d. each. Please say 
if for Brown or Black. 





os SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly's) 

73, Dean St.,Soho, Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, Lessee, Mr. Thomas Mowbray. 
Manager, Mr. Shirley. This elegant and 
commodious Theatre, magnificently decorated, 
and complete in every department, capable of 
containing 700 persons, is now to let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Public Meetings, &c, As a Dramatic Academy, 
it will be found to possess peculiar advantages, 
actual Practice on the Stage being combined 
with general tuition. The greatest attention is 
paid to the comfort and convenience of its 
patrons, while its respectability is ensured by 
asstrict and correct mode of management. 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE. 
INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Fencing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
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CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 

HE Largest, most Elegant, and best BALL 
ROOM in London. Open every Evening. 
Grandest selection of novelties in the Metropolis, 
During the week Mr. W.-M. Packer’s cele- 
brated Band will perform, in addition to the 
usual variety of Dance Music, (at the commence- 
ment of each part) one of the following GRAND 
CONCERTED PIECES, arranged expressly for his 
rchestra, viz—Operatic Selection from Jullien’s 
Opera, **PIETRO IL GRANDE,’’—Bellini’s 
favourite opera, ‘‘ I PURITANI,” and Fantasia 
on Aria’s selected from the opera of ‘“‘ NORMA,” 
PROGRAMME—Part I.—Concerted Piece (at 
above announced) ; Polka, ‘* Sydenham; ’”’ Waltz 
“Les Trois Anges,”’ Quadrille, ‘Les Follies du 
Carnival; ’’ Redowa, ‘The Sun”; Polka, 
** Uncle Tom’s Cabin;” Quadrille, ‘ Bonnie 
Dundie ;”’ Polka, ‘* Topsy’s;” Galop, “Arline,” 
(Bohemian Girl), An interval of Ten minutes, 
Part II.—Operatic Selection ; Quadrille, ‘* The 
Ancient Custom,” W. M. Packer; Valse Gene- 
veve ;’’ Polka — Vocal —‘* The Serenade,’ 
Quadrille, “The Oak and the Ivy ;”’ Schottische, 
“The Windsor,” Polka, “The Juno ;”’ Galop, 
**The Blues.” Admission One Shilling. Doors 

open at Eight and close at Twelve o’clock. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ........00+-seeeeseee One Shilling 
Six Months seeccoreceseseeseeseeeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months......... see. Four Shillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where 
all communicat:ons are to be sent; and Sold by 8. Y. Col- 
lins, 113, Fleet Street, Vickers, Holywell-street ; J. Allen, 
Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar’s road ; Gilbert ‘Pater- 
noster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson, 7, Bridges Street, Covent 
Garden; andall Booksellers and Newsvendors. 


Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: and Mr, 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. Tobe had by order in anv of the Provincia] 
Towns, 





London: Printed by H. M. Potxert, 22, Milk Street, 
Cheapside, in the City of London.—March 2nd, 1853. 





——————————r 


